Swachid School: Primary Grade I

Eight-week Foundation Course

(LKG, UKG & Std. I)

 The object of this Foundation Course is to make the student fluent in both Tamil English and initiate him in elementary Mathematics, Science and Social Sciences. Once the reading ability of the student attains fluency, learning becomes easy, as language is the basic tool for acquiring knowledge.  

Swachid school lessons are prepared as a weekly programme and are based on the Tamil Nadu Government’s school syllabus for elementary school classes. The content of the books is given in a condensed, mostly as ‘Recite, Read, Write’ format and Question & Answer form. The books are required only as reference material.   Teachers are advised to supplement the lessons with material collected from other sources, such as story and cartoon books articles in newspapers and magazines and the internet. 

A pronunciation guide in Tamil can be found in the English lessons. These will be compiled and a Swachid Dictionary, English -Tamil, will be made available in due course.

UPRS (Universal Phonetic Roman Script) is adopted as a guide to pronunciation. Two symbols~~ hyphen (-) for elongated vowels and the stress mark (`) to denote variation of the sound of some letters~~ are used.  For example, at , a-ll, `u (`udhayam), `y (Edison) `l (fly), `n (end), `z (jean fr. or H ), `r (hard R, w). Similarly Tamil letters *f. *l. *g denote ga, da and ba respectively. *M or *n denote a sound between a-  M and `y- V as in `an, b`ank. Broadly, vowels and  Consonants represent only one sound. e.g c as in cara`nam, e as in England, g as in gig, i as in ice, o as in one, u as in utility. `u `u-, `y `y- represent the vowels c C and  v  V/ 

Swachid Kasturi Rangan

Reading and writing ability Test
 On enrolment every student must be asked to read and write some portion of the following passage both in Tamil and English. Those who cannot read will be admitted in Grade I. Those who can read but cannot write will be taken in Grade II. Those who can read and write will be admitted in Grade III. These passages will form part of the daily curriculum. At the opening assembly session after the recitation of the State Tamil Anthem, the teacher will read the passage in a measured tone and the students repeat it in chorus.  

English
Ten Gandhian Dictums

Be truthful 

Truth begets trust. Trust begets respect, recognition and rewards. You may not always follow truth, but if you find truth stand by it. And make it your business to find Truth. Don’t do anything in secret that you cannot divulge in public.

Be fearless 

Face threat and danger stoically.

Bear no grudge

Non-violence in thought, word and deed will transform your relationship with others for the better. Malice towards none is the right attitude.

Free yourself from enslaving habits  

Illness is caused by wrong habit, food or pollution. Don’t suppress the symptoms by medication. Find the cause and avoid it. In most cases Nature cure is the best remedy. Smoking is a slow killer. Alcohol and drugs are poisons.

Be emotional

Show it in love not in hatred or anger. Keep the ego under leash. Ego is the seat of emotions and let it not get the better of you.

Create wealth for the society

If you have surplus funds invest them in productive ventures. Don’t hoard or make dead investments.

Share your burden and profits
If you have inherited wealth or running business consider yourself as a trustee and put it in productive uses. Share business profits generously among the workers. Identify truthful, trustworthy persons and reward them with responsibility and money. Do not shoulder all the burden by yourself.

Go public

 Take interest in public affairs. Set aside at least three hours of your time in a week and one per cent of your personal expenditure to support a public cause.
Be with God 

Sit in Meditation for at least 30 minutes. Relate with your inner Self, God within.

Be a Satyagrahi 

Remain committed to truth and nonviolence under all circumstances. Declare yourself as a SWACHID* and fight injustice and oppression. Be ready to sacrifice your life and wealth for the sake of a noble cause. Service to the poor and the distressed is service to God.

· SWACHID movement was founded in Chennai, India, on August 15, 1985. An acronym for Soldiers of War Against Corruption, Hunger, Ignorance and Disease, SWACHID is meant to address these basic problems that are universal. SWACHID is not institutionalized but has motivated a large number of people, specially the youth, to launch their own initiatives to tackle these problems. You can enroll yourself free as a SWACHID at our e-mail address: swachid@swachid.com website: www.swachid.com
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